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financial principles from the point of view of
the third party group in the House of Bepre-
sentatives, were drafted by Weaver, and on the
first Monday in January, 1880, he asked to be
recognized by the Speaker in order to introduce
them. Under the rules of the House at that
time it was proper for any member on Monday,
if he could secure recognition of the Chair, to
move the suspension of the rules and place upon
its passage any measure which he might desire
to offer.

Recognition of Mr. Weaver was refused by
the Speaker because the Democrats did not wish
to be placed upon record, immediately before
the Presidential election, upon what they re-
garded as "mere abstractions." Each Monday
for thirteen weeks the struggle continued.
After a few weeks it began to attract general
attention. Crowds filled the galleries on Mon-
days and the newspapers severely criticized
"the aggravating perseverance of the author
of the resolutions." The Speaker received
many letters, some praising him for his firm-
ness and others denouncing him as a tyrant.
The illustrated weeklies also contained "gross
and uncomplimentary" caricatures of General
Weaver. Finally, on March 6, 1880, Harper's
Weekly published a full page cartoon by Nast,
representing Weaver "as a donkey, braying to
the utter consternation of the House. The